02348 


1968/11/21 



[November 21, 1968] 
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Thursday 21 Nov 68 0830 CMC et al 

CMC: "Walt Rostow called & asked CMC for a draft cable last 
night. This was the good news that lunch yesterday had 
been productive. 

Very impt lunch yesterday. President + V.P. Humphrey + Rusk 
+ Rostow + CMC + JP McConnell (acting Chairman J.C.S.) 

Covered minor matters 

A) ...the Recce all for it (up to 25 planes in one day—a 
weekly total of 90 

B) sending troops into DMZ to capture some NVNAm prisoners 

as proof positive—small[,] mixed teams of US & ARVN teams 
to go in & swipe prisoners 

C) JP McConnell gave an "excellent" report on LAOS 

—heavy troop movement down 

—but he was calm—he just warned LBJ the military 
, would be restive if talks didn't start soon 

then LBJ asked CMC for his views on V.Nam. 

CMC gave the pitch he'd developed with LBJ a few days ago & 
as re-stated even more strongly in Warnke memo attached 
(except he was a little soft on saying we would actually do 
better without V.Nam in Paris. 

LBJ encouraged him to talk. 

then LBJ asked for Rusk—Rusk said "If Congress were in town, 
we'd be in [an] unbearable position. "Action is indicated!" 
(This was great & first time Rusk has been on CMC's side.) 

VP Humphrey urged action—"I support CMC" 

Gen J P McConnell OK'd (acting Chrm JCS) 

CMC kept emphasizing that US & VNam goals are different ; we 
want peace; they want us to continue fighting until we 
utterly obliterate N.VNam. 

LBJ made a speech & deliberately ignored Rostow. (most 
significant!!) LBJ showed he was fed up. LBJ asked CMC t> 
prepare message to Bunker 

LBJ agreed Rusk & Rostow shld cooperate! 
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CMC at once returned & ordered Warnke to do a message 

LBJ is now convinced Bunker can't work out a deal with Thieu. 
If he does, of course the signals will change. 

About 7:00 pm last nite, LBJ needled Rostow to get the 
message; (CMC was then deeply involved with Sam Mcllwain & 
Carson Glass & couldn't get to it) So here is a draft this 
a.m. & CMC is going to do nothing else today but this! 

Nitze asks—CMC answers[?] 

—It was generally agreed it wld be better for S.V.N.am 
to be in Paris 

—CMC thinks much merit to Warnke position but didn't 
press it too hard. 


CMC 


Bill Bundy at noon after CMC press conference (Nov 12th) 
called to ask Henkin why did CMC kick it over when we were 
lust on verge of agreement? 

CMC cites this to show how eternally optimistic Bunker, Bundy 
& Co are when—in our view—it ain't sol 

11:30 

Our problem will be Rostow. —The pitch will be to await 
don't rock any boats—"Let's us not act. —Just give Bunker 
more time. LBJ would prefer to start talks with Saigon 
present 

He desires vindication on all decisions he's made—& it would 
tarnish all his reputation if he now openly breaks with 
Saigon. So CMC has had to be very restrained in urging on 
"going it alone" CMC doubts he can sell the Pres on the idea 
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